
Northumbria Area Ramblers 

Minutes of the 80th Annual General meeting held on Saturday, 2nd February, 2019 
at Chester-Le-Street Cricket Club, Ropery Lane, at 2.00pm. 

The meeting was attended by 32 members. 

1  Welcome & Introduction 

Mike Webber, Northumbria Area Chair, welcomed everyone to the AGM, including Jack Cornish 
from Ramblers’ Central Office and Malcolm McDonnell, Trustee, from Sussex.  He thanked 
Joanne Hall for leading the very pleasant walk and Chester-Le-Street group for hosting the event. 
A special thank you was given to all the Chester-Le-Street members who made the homemade 
cakes! 

2     Apologies. 

Apologies were received from Diane Simcoe, Nuala Wright, David Crowe, Vicky Ludbrook, and 
Carol Sanderson (Hexham Group). 

 
3 Minutes of the 79th AGM 

The minutes were adopted as a true record, proposed by Robert Hutchinson and seconded by 
Judith Taylor.    

4   There were no matters Arising 

5   Adoption of the Annual Report. 

The Annual Report which included group reports, had been published on the website and was 
taken as read.  Adoption of the Annual Report was proposed by Steve Edwards, seconded by 
Moira Pearson, and adopted. 

6  Annual Accounts (Steve Edwards) 

The Annual Accounts up to 30 September 2018, had been published on the website.  The budget 
request for funding was paid in full this year.  “Other income” was made up of £100 from the 
printer of the Heritage Way leaflet as recompense for confusion and delay in their service, and 
£600 from Newcastle University as a pre-payment against our involvement in their “War and the 
Moral Outdoors” project. 

Following the budget cap last year, Group Allocations were held back from those groups with 
high reserve levels. 

Practical Work” and “Walks Related” expenditure was all connected with Heritage Way publicity 
and opening. 

The Unity Trust Bank now charged for cheque and cash deposits. 

Acceptance of the report was proposed by Kathleen Tweddle, seconded by Pauline Hawdon, and 
agreed. 
 

7  Appointment of Auditor 



Appointment of Gary Kennedy was proposed by Steve Edwards, seconded by Mike Webber, and 
agreed. 

8  Election of Officers 

The following officers were re-elected for another year: 
Area Chair: Michael Webber 
Area Vice Chair:                   Richard Fletcher 
Area Treasurer: Steve Edwards 
Footpaths: Neil Allender 
Membership:             Malcolm McVey 
Website Editor:      Tony Royston 
Access Officer:            Nuala Wright 
 

 Wendy Maxted was proposed by Mike Webber, seconded by Richard Fletcher and 
overwhelmingly accepted as Area Secretary. 

 
 The positions of Publicity & Media, and Countryside Officers remained vacant.  Mike said that it 
was important to publicise ourselves more. People knew of The Ramblers but many are not aware of 
their local group. He encouraged anyone interested in taking up these roles later in the year to get in 
touch with him. 
 
9  Election of Six members to Area Council for the term of 1 year. 

  The following were proposed by Julia Forster, seconded by Les Day and elected:- 
David Crowe. Alison Emslie. Bill Gallon. Robert Hutchinson. Mark Nugent. Moira Pearson. 
  

10  General Council 2019, 2020 & 2021 

General Council 2019 (the Central Office AGM to which 59 areas are invited) will be held in 
Manchester in April.  2 delegates paid for by Central Office, and 1 visitor paid for by the Area will 
represent our area at this meeting. They are Mike Webber, Alison Elmslie and Susy Vaughan. 

The 2020 meeting will be held in Devon.  Our submission for 2020 was not successful due to the 
fact that the 2019 meeting is being held in The North of the country. It was hoped our 
submission next November will  be reconsidered for the 2021 meeting.  

 

11  Any Other Business 

11.1 The last section of the 2,795 mile Coastal Path to the Scottish Border would be opened in 
2020.  To have commemorative plaques installed at the Scottish Border with Cumbria and 
Northumberland has been agreed by the Executive Committee and a letter has been sent to 
several people including the Prime Minister. Contact had been made with Charlie Shepherd, 
Cumbria Area Chair, and this would be followed up at a later date. 

11.2 The 80-mile Heritage Way was opened on Thursday 31 May 2018 by John Grundy at Causey 
Arch.  Most groups had agreed to take on 'Stewardship' of a section to keep it fully 



maintained.  An large article would appear in the Spring edition of 'Walk' magazine at the end 
of February. 

11.3 The RoadShow training day held at Chester-Le-Street  Emirates Cricket Ground was a success 
and the feedback from both participants and Ramblers staff was very positive. 

11.4 Area Training - 13 First Aid and 10 Navigation courses had been organised through Judith 
Taylor.  Courses cost £40 each of which £10 was paid by participants and £30 from Area 
funding. 

11.5 A Longer Walks group of 12-17 miles has been introduced and are held on the last Saturday of 
each month, organized by Neil Allender. See our Area website for details. 

11.6 Area and groups have dealt with the new General Data Protection Regulations. 

12  Venue of 2020 AGM 

Saturday 1 February 2020 at Berwick upon Tweed. 

13 Presentation by Guest Speaker – Jack Cornish, Programme Manager, Central Office, on “Don’t 
Lose your Way”  
Jack.cornish@ramblers.org.uk  Tel:  0203-913149 
He focused on 4 points: 
• Historical rights-of-way 
• Finding Lost Rights of way 
• Sources of historical evidence 
• The “Don’t Lose your Way” programme 
Every Right-of-Way was based on the definitive map.  If anyone could get evidence of at least 20 
years use, it could be submitted for reinstatement but this must be done before the cut-off date 
of 2026.  Definitive maps were inaugurated in the 1950’s but there had been no uniform 
standardization, some being submitted by Parish Councils which did not necessarily link up.  It 
was suggested that there was at least 10,000 miles of paths missing from the maps.   
Many historical maps and definitive maps were available on line, making research easier. 
Jack showed a number of slides of maps in the Northern area where footpaths appeared to 
finish in the middle of a field and overlaying it with a historical map showed that there had once 
been a track continuing on. 
Bill Gallon suggested that this presentation would be useful if put on U-tube where it would 
reach more than Ramblers members.  Jack Cornish would investigate this possibility.  He 
mentioned that there was a guide to finding lost ways which could be downloaded from the RA 
website.  There was a link to 36 other sources of information, which included some digitized 
maps.  Definitive maps were available for inspection at Local Authority offices. 
Stage One of the project was volunteer based.  The Lost Ways project was also a way of 
promoting the work of the Ramblers.  Independent articles had appeared in The Guardian, Daily 
Express Sunday Telegraph and The New Yorker. 
The second Stage was digital development - information shared using technology; and a 
campaign to get people to use it.  Members could be given posters and slides so that they could 
talk to other groups and societies.  There would be volunteer training with guidance and support 
this year. 



Walkers have had rights for many centuries giving access for journeys to and from work.  
Securing public access to land to be used for journeys would leave a lasting legacy to future 
ramblers.  More money was needed by local authorities but better presentations would make 
applications quicker and cheaper for them to be dealt with.  Central Office were employing two 
Advocacy Officers who would support areas and groups and help put pressure on Local 
Authorities.   
Mike Webber would send out an email asking for volunteers to attend training when it has been 
arranged.  Up to 40 people could be trained in our area. 
 

14 Address by Trustee:  Malcolm McDonnell 
Malcolm was Area Footpaths Officer for Sussex as well as a Trustee.  Trustees do not have 
executive powers.  The Ramblers have had some problems - financial, obsolete systems, short-
term contracts, and a falling membership, but things were changing.  They now have a highly 
motivated Senior team, a new Chair and Treasurer, and have received £5 million from the 
People’s Postcode Lottery, giving a golden opportunity to get things moving in the right 
direction. 
 
Ramblers had never had a Director of Fundraising and Membership until now.  They also have a 
new Business Plan.  There have been some Right-of-Way successes, particularly in Somerset 
where a footpath was claimed within a year, where the Local Authority said it would take 15 
years. 
Janet Davis received a CBE for her campaigning when a footpath had been obstructed by 
Highways. 
The Ramblers continued to work as a Team and as subscriptions are a major source of income 
they must reverse the trend in falling membership.  Work included new websites, more reliable 
administration, upgrading  of the telephone system, a mobile app, expanding support for 
volunteers and a long-term strategy. 
 
We needed to inform people why the Ramblers are different from other walking groups and find 
out from walkers what they wanted from us, and where they walked.  From more research they 
hoped to produce data that could be developed and used to produce an on-line report.  A new 
Head of Fundraising joined in September and she was looking at legacies and charitable trusts 
for future funding.  In Rights-of-Way work we needed to work with Local and Highways 
Authorities and share good practice between areas.   
 
He encouraged members to be Trustees as our nearest link in the North was in Birmingham.  
Video links could be used rather than having to travel to meetings.  Anyone could be a Trustee as 
long as they had been a member for one year.  There are presently three vacancies. 
 

 The meeting closed at 4.00 pm. 


